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Concerns about Reconstructing Ancient Israel using
Science-based Methods and Implications for World
Archaeology

Thomas E. Levy, Mohammad Najjar, and Thomas Higham

During the past decade, archaeologists working at Iron Age (ca. 1200 —
586 BCE) sites in the southern Levant have found radiocarbon dating to
be both helpful and problematic when trying to achieve sub-century dating.
However, high precision radiocarbon dating has now become an essential
tool for archaeologists interested in testing the relationship between the
archaeological record and Biblical history. This paper suggests that a number
of Iron Age archaeology projects in the southern Levant (Israel, Jordan and
the Palestinian territories) can serve as a model for how archaeologists
working around the world who are interested in testing the relationship
between ancient historical texts and the archaeological record can work in
the 21t century. Some of the new digital archaeological tools, pioneered
at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD) — Department of
Antiquities (DOA) excavations in the Faynan region of Jordan are discussed
that can help fieldworkers record the context of archaeological data (which
includes radiocarbon dating samples) so that data can be easily organized
and analyzed using GIS (Geographic Information Systems) as well as insure
the most accurate recording of archaeological (spatial) data.

The UCSD-DOA Iron Age research produced with the aid of the new
digital archaeology methodology has been at the center of debate concerning
the chronology of Biblical Edom, its social evolution and relationship with
ancient Israel. The debate is summarized here with an in-depth discussion
of the flaws in the published critiques of our work in northern Edom. This is
supplemented with new radiocarbon dating evidence from Khirbat en-Nahas
(KEN), our key Iron Age excavation, and a new dating model for the site. To
help solve the Iron Age IIA dating debate which touches on the historicity
of the early Biblical kings — David and Solomon — we offer a challenge
to our detractor who leads the work at the key Iron Il site of Megiddo. The
challenges include: 1) in the forthcoming excavations, obtain a stratigraphic
sequence covering the highly debated Iron IIA period; 2) collect, process
and publish as many Iron Age Il radiocarbon dates from Megiddo as have
been published for other major Iron Age sites in the southern Levant such
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as KEN (n = 101 dates) and Tel Rehov (n = 80 dates) — sites that are at the
center of chronological dates in Biblical archaeology; and 3) apply a digital
archaeology methodology at Megiddo, similar to the one used in Jordan and
sites in Israel such as Tel Beth Shemesh and others to secure the accuracy
of radiocarbon dating samples and artifact collection — a trend beginning
to take hold at many sites across the region. These challenges are made in
the spirit of collegiality with the hope of strengthening the contribution of
historical Biblical archaeology to world archaeology

Hellenism in Transition from Empire to Kingdom: Changes
in the Material Culture of Hellenistic Palestine

Oren Tal

Based on the archaeological evidence this paper contends that only under
Hasmonean rule, when Palestine was an independent political unit, did
Hellenism make significant inroads into Jewish society. Thus, while
Hellenism had been largely restricted to the ruling classes of the two
Hellenistic empires (Ptolemaic and Seleucid) beforehand, it was the Jewish
elite together with the Hasmoneans that incorporated these influences into an
overall cultural orientation in order to promote a cosmopolitism that would
allow Jewish society to become a full member in the Hellenistic world.
At the same time, the Hasmoneans themselves nurtured other features that
constituted a continuation with First Temple traditions.

Queen Shelamzion: Her Kingdom and Her Place among
Ruling Women of Her Era

Pnina Stern

Shelamzion inherited the kingdom from her husband Alexander Yannai in 76
BCE and ruled for about nine years, being the only woman among the women
of the Hasmonean house who actually ruled. The examples of government
known to her, the King-Priest ruler of the Jews, and the absolute Hellenistic
ruler, were irrelevant to her situation for various reasons. Necessity and the
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force of circumstance led Shelamzion to create a singular form of kingship.
Her monarchy brought together elements characteristic of Jewish culture
and politics along with influences from the Gentile world, especially that of
the Ptolemies. Her unique place among women rulers of her time from both
cultures, Jewish and Hellenistic, is the subject of this paper.

The Possible Location of Peretai: Camping Ground of
Shimon Bar Giora’s Army

Eitan Klein

A site called Peretai (®epetai) is mentioned in the writings of Josephus
Flavius as a camping ground of Shimon Bar Giora’s army at the start of the
Great Revolt. It is also mentioned in relation to Great ldumea (MeydAng
Idovpoior), Nain and the toparchy of ‘Agraba, the northern toparchy of Judea
which extended around southeastern Samaria. The accepted identification
for Peretai was Wadi Prat (Kelt), located northeast of Jerusalem.

In this article 1 would like to suggest that Peretai should be identified
with Khirbet Kfar ‘Atiya (18130/16790), located three kilometers south of
‘Agraba. This identification fits well with the other locations mentioned in
the text and will enlighten us regarding the expanse of Shimon Bar Giora’s
sphere of influence at the beginning of the Great Revolt.

Food Preservation: Trends in Food Surplus Management in
the Medieval Levant

Uri Mayer-Chissick and Efraim Lev

Food preservation technologies used in the ancient world are of great
importance for a grasp of daily life in that age, in its chronological and
regional framework. This article reviews evidence for the food preservation
technologies practiced in the medieval Land of Israel, which may facilitate
their study from historical and other perspectives.

A variety of issues concerning the technologies, causes and trends in
food preservation are surveyed from new perspectives. Food preservation
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technologies apparently derived from different variables, including cultural,
geographical and historical foundations.

The Land of Israel was unique in this respect because of its location at a
commercial crossroads and was unique in terms of population with nomads
living alongside urban and agricultural communities.

The key factor that influenced the local food preservation technologies
was climate. The most prosperous technologies correlated the local climate
with the natural local processes of the environment.





